BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
The company having admired it much, CI cannot agree with
you (said Johnson). It might as well be said, -
'Who drives fat oxen should himself be fat.5
Johnson having argued for some time with a pertinacious
gentleman; his opponent, who had talked in a very puzzling
manner, happened to say, *I don't understand you, Sir:'
upon which Johnson observed, cSir, I have found you an
argument; but I am not obliged to find you an understand-
ing.'
A foppish physician [probably Sir Lucas Pepys] once re-
minded Johnson of his having been in company with him on
a former occasion. *I do not remember it, Sir.5 The physician
still insisted; adding that he that day wore so fine a coat that
it must have attracted his notice. 'Sir, (said Johnson,) had
you been dipt in Pactolus, I should not have noticed you.'
No man was more ready to make an apology when he had
censured unjustly, than Johnson. When a proof-sheet of one
of his works was brought to him, he found fault with the
mode in which part of it was arranged, refused to read it,
and in a passion desired that the compositor might be sent
to him. The compositor was Mr Manning, a decent sensible
man, who had composed about one half of his Dictionary,
when in Mr Strahan's printing-house; and a great part of his
Lives of the Poets, when in that of Mr Nichols; and who (in
his seventy-seventh year), when in Mr Baldwin's printing-
house, composed a part of the first edition of this work con-
cerning him. By producing the manuscript, he at once satis-
fied Dr Johnson that he was not to blame. Upon which John-
son candidly and earnestly said to him, 'Mr Compositor, I
ask your pardon. Mr Compositor, I ask your pardon, again
and again.'
His generous humanity to the miserable was almost be-
yond example. The following instance is well attested: -
Coining home late one night, he found a poor woman lying
in the street, so much exhausted that she could not walk;
he took her upon his back, and carried her to his house,
where he discovered that she was one of those wretched
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